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— AWARDED TO QUINCY MAN

KM‘R Four vears after a multi-vehicle collision caused 22-vear old Darrell Steffen’s head

g injuries, a jury compensated him for past and future medical costs and suffering.
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Inside This
Issue On April 20, 2001, a Gadsden County Circuit Court ruled thal Darrell Steffen, now 25-years old,
sustained a permanent injury when his 1991 Nissan pickup truck was hit from behind by 41-year old
Partner fof the guar ler Albert Harris who was operating a 1984 Mack tractor-trailer truck owned by Jimmie Crowder Excavation
and Land Clearing. The truck driven by Harmis was towing a 1987 GMC trailer also owned by the
Caghe i Briak company,

The accident occurred on August 22, 1857 in Quincy. Steffen, a welder and cabinetmaker, alleged
that he had stopped behind two other vehicles at a red light at the intersection of Jefterson and Forro
Street when the multi-vehicle collision occurred. Steffen alleged that Harris failed to "maintain a
proper lookout and failed to allow sufficient stopping distance™ between the two vehicles.

Additionally, it was alleged that Harris's vehicle collided twice with Steffen's. Since Harris was
operating the vehicle under the employment of Jimmie Crowder Excavation and Land Clearing,
Stetfen filed a lawsuit contending that the company was liable for damages.

“The impact of the hil caused Staffen to lunge forward and hit his head on the steernng whael and
then go backwards and hil his head on speakers in the truck. This happened lour times, causing
injury to his head,” KMR attorney Roosevelt Randolph said. Randolph partnered with Steven R,
Andrews of Andrews & Walker to litigate the case.

A jury comprised of three men and three women dellberated for one hour and 30 minutes after
the five-day trial. The jury agreed with the plaintiif that he did sustain a permanent
injury. It was also agreed that Steffen had “incurrad past and future medical
expenses, suffered past and future physical pain and mental anguish, and
lost past and future wages,” according to records. i

The jury returned a verdict for Darrell Steffen in the amount of
£908,969.57.

“Mr. Steften has some mamory prablems as a result of this [ _

- unfortunate tragedy. Our main concern was with his loss of performance - —

I1G since the accident,” Randolph said. These and other factors wera

——  proven by the testimony of expert witnesses during the trial, and were
considered by the jury in the determination of damages.

The hiring of a lawyar 15 an important dacision that should not be based solely upon advedisemants, Belore you
decide, ask us [0 send you free writlen informalion aboul Ihe qualifications and experiences ol the attomeays
aasociated with Knowles, Marks & Randolph






